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SUBJECTIMESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY ON POLAND

1. S=ENTIRE TEXT.

2. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY HAIG
TO FOREIGN MINISTER AT EARLIEST OPRCRTUNITY. 1T SHOULD
BE ACCOMPANIED BY A COPY OF THE PRESIDENT’S DECEMBER 17
STATEMENTY ON POLAND.

3. GUDTE! DEAR H

THE FAST MOVING POLISH SITUATION REGUIRES CONTINUING CLOSE
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CONSULTATION AMONG CONCERNED FRIENDS AND ALLIES, 1 THEREe= -
FORE WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU OQUR VIEWS OF RECENT DEVELOP=
MENTS,

4, THE POLISH GOVERNMENT IS SAYING THAT THE MARTIAL LAW

REGIME WAS ESTABLISHED By POLISH NATIONALISTS IN QRDER TO

AVOID SOVIETY INTERVENTION, WHATEVER TRUTH THERE IS TO o
THIS == AND THERE MAY BE SOME wey IT IS LARGELY IRRELEVANT, ’

S« THE MARTIAL LAW REGIME wILL NOT RESOLVE POLAND’S MASSIVE : )
PROBLEMSe WMETHER IT SUCCEEDS OR FAILS IN RESTORING ORDER .

AND CHASTENING THE WORKER’S MOVEMENTs THE POLISH ECONOMY

WILL REMAIN A SHAMBLES, ECONOMIC DETERIORATION IS THUS

LIKELY WHATEVER HAPPENSs AND COULD WwELL TRIGGER FURTHER

VIOLENCE AND DISORDER. THE THREAT CF SAOVIET INTERVENT= )
I0ONs THEREFOREs 1S PROBABLY AS REAL UNDER MARTIAL LAW

AS IT wAS BEFORE,

6e WE BELIEVE QUR COMMON OBJECTIVE MUST BE TO DETER

SOVIET INTERVENTION AND RESTORE THE REFORM PROCESS,

BOTH OF WWICH ARE INTERRELATEDs 1IF ECONOMIC BREAKDQOWN R
AND SOVIET INTERVENTION ARE TO BE AVOIDEDs THERE MUST '
BE RESTORATION OF REFORM AND A PROCESS OF TRUE

NEGOTIATION AMONG POLES. IN THE LONG RUN THAT IS THE

ONLY wAY POLAND’S PROBLEM CAN BE MANAGEDS IN THE SHORT

TERM IT IS ALSO PROBRABLY THE KEY TQ DETERRING VIOLENCE

AND SOVIET INTERVENTION, ™

7+ THE ULTIMATE INTENTIONS OF THE MARTIAL LAW REGIME

ARE UNCLEARs DESPITE ASSURANCES THAT THE CLOCK wILL NOT

BE TURNED BACK TO JULY 1980, INTERNMENT OF MOST OF -
SOLIDARITY’S TOP LEADERSHIP AND OF MANY OTHER POLITICAL ’

ACTIVISTS IS NOT A PROMISING SIGNs IF FUR NO OTHER :

REASON THAN THAT IT LEAVES THE REGIVME WITH NO RESe ]
PONSIBLE NEGOTIATING PARTNERS. BY DAMPENING RESISTANCE

THE REGIME MAY HAVE MADE IT IMPOSSTIBLE TO MOVE OUT OF

THE CRISIS BY NEGOTIATING WITH LEADERS. wHO COULD DELIVER

ON AGREEMENTS MADE,

8, WE MUST BE CAREFUL TO AVOID ON THE ONE HAND
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APPEARING TO ACQUIESCE IN REPRESSION OF SOLIDARITY

AND IN WIPING DUT 18 MONTHS OF REFORM AND ON THE OTHER
DDING ANYTHING ®HICH COULD BE PORTRAYED AFTER THE FACTY
AS A PROVOCATIVE INCITEMENT WHICH LED TO BREAKDOWN»
VIOLENCE AND SOVIET INTERVENTION,

9, THUSs THE WISE APPROACH FOR NOW IS TO INSISY
PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY THAT THE ONLY REALISTIC SOLUTION
TO POLAND’S PROBLEMS L1ES IN RESTORATION OF A GENUINE
PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION AND RECONCILIATION. ®E MUST
MAKE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE ABRIDGMENT OF CIviL
AND HUMAN LIBERTIESs WHILE STRESSING THAT OUR APPROACH
1S THE ONLY PRACTICAL SOLUTIONs SINCE WITHOUT RESTORATION
OF A POLITICAL DIALOGUE THE POLES CANNOY SOLVE THE
PROBLEMS FACING THEMe WE MUST ALSC MAKE IT CLEAR TO
THE LEADERS OF THE MILITARY REGIME THAT OUR WILLINGNESS
YO COOPERATE IN SEVERAL AREAS WwILL DEPEND ON MODERATION
AND RECEPTIVITY TO INTERNAL DIALOGUE.

10. TWO DTHER POINTS NEED TO BE EMPHASIZED. FIRSTo

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCHe WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE POLISH
CHURCH WILL CALL FROM THE PULPIT FOR LIFTING OF MARTIAL
LAwe THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THE INTERNEESs AND RE=
SUMPTION OF DIALOGUE AND DEMOCRATIZATION. IF SUCH AN
APPEAL IS MADEs IT WILL WARRANT THE SUPPORT OF ALL OF
USe IT COULD OFFER A BASIS FOR COMPROMISES IN ANY

CASE IT WILL MEAN ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON THE MARTIAL
LAW REGIME,

11« FINALLYs YOU wiLL HAVE SEEN PRESIDENT REAGAN'’S
STATEMENT OF DECEMBER 17THe IT 1S A STRONG STATEMENT
FULLY CONSISTENT WITH DUR BELIEF THAT IT IS NECESSARY
YO MAINTAIN STEADY PRESSURE ON THE POLISH REGIME TO
BRING IT TO THE REALIZATION THAT THERE WILL B8E SUB=
STANTIAL COSTS IN TERMS OF POLISH RELATIONS WITH THE
UseSs 1F THE REGIME CONTINUES TO FOLLOW ITS IMMODERATE
POLICY., EOQUALLY HOWEVER WE WANT IT TO BE CLEAR THAT
WE ARE PREPARED TO CONTINUE TO COOPERATE WITH POLAND
1F THE POLICY OF REFORM CAN BE REVITALIZED. I HOPE
THIS APPROACH IS IN LINE ®ITH YOUR CWN TRINKING AND
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w#ILL RECEIVE YOUR SUPPORT IN THE DIFFICULT DAYS ~
AHEAD. SINCERELYs ALEXANDER M. HAIGs END GUOTE. ’
12. USNATO SHOULD DELIVER THE MESSAGE TO SYG LUNS AS =

SOON AS POSSIBLE. MISSION MAYs AS APPROPRIATEs BRIEF
PERMREPS ON CONTENTS, HAIG

END OF MESSAGE SECRET
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